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The Free WordPress Cloning Method

For Intermediate to Advanced Marketers

Before we getting started with the free method of WordPress site installation cloning you
should have already watched the introduction to cloning on the members blog, this will give
you a solid overview of the cloning process.

As mentioned cloning is for intermediate to advanced marketers and we recommend using
WP Cloner for streamlined cloning, however you may want to consider the free method if
you're a technical type person.

Thanks to Rochelle Kirby for sharing and documenting the free cloning methoding method
within this very document.

Brin f Unbnson



You can save yourself a lot of time by cloning the database to a WordPress blog that you've
already set up exactly as you want it, then installing the cloned database and your new site
will look like the first site.

This is a rather complicated process to set up, and can take up to several hours to complete,
depending on how complicated your Master Database site is. Fortunately, that's the hardest
and most time-consuming part of this process.

After you clone your Master Database, you can use it indefinately, and the steps needed to
prepare your cloned database for a new site takes about five to ten minutes from start to
finish.

Needed to Clone Database:

e Domain (for installing WordPress)

e WordPress installed on one of your domains with up-do-date version of WordPress and
plugins

e Themes that you might want to use

e Notepad + + (you can download it for free at http://notepad-
plus.sourceforge.net/uk/site.htm)

e FileZilla (you can download it for free at http://filezilla-project.org/download.php)

Note: Notepad++ is a Windows program. If you have a Mac and don't have the ability to run
Windows on it, then you will need to use a different text editor, preferably one that shows you
the line numbers for code.

There are four parts involved in cloning a database:

e Part One — The first think you will do is create a Master Database that you will clone.
You will install WordPress on one of your URLs and set it up for cloning. This step only
needs to be done once, and is the most time-consuming aspect of this process.

e Part Two — Next you will need to download the Master Database to your computer,
where you will modify it just a bit. This, too, only needs to be done once.

e Part Three — You will modify a copy of the Master Database to prepare it for installation
on a new site. This step will be done each time you want to use your cloned database
for a new site, and takes up to 10 minutes to complete.

e Part Four — Last, you will upload the modified copy of the database on a new site, then
make a few changes after the database has been installed. This step will be done
each time you want to use your cloned database for a new site.


http://notepad-plus.sourceforge.net/uk/site.htm
http://notepad-plus.sourceforge.net/uk/site.htm

Part One — Creating Your Master Database

Part One, Step 1.

Install the most recent version of WordPress on one of your URLs. If you have a URL you
have never used, that would be perfect to use. If you don't have a spare URL, | recommend
purchasing one just for this purpose.

Note: It is possible to install WordPress on a subfolder, such as
www.MySite.com/WordPressinstalledhere. However, doing so causes a number of
potential problems, and greatly increases the chances of making a mistake that may be
difficult to correct. 1 do NOT recommend that you do this, and these instructions have
been written as though you are installing WordPress onto the root folder of your URL
(aka www. WordPressinstalledhere.com).

Be aware that the site you install your Master Database on (the one you will set up to use for
cloning) is NOT a site you want people visiting. It will not look like a functioning site. That's
okay, and if you follow the steps below, your Master Database will automatically block search
engines and should not be indexed. In other words, it is extremely unlikely that people will be
able to find your Master Database unless you share the URL.

Next, you will set up plugins, create default pages, and modify the sitewide settings that you
will (or might) want for your future sites. This is likely to include the following (I will go into
more detail for each):

Default pages or posts

Plugins

Sitewide settings

Theme choice (most theme settings are not saved in a database, so there is no need
to make changes to a specific theme, but whatever theme you choose for your Master
Database will be the one used when you use the cloned database on future sites)



The Use of Keyword Phrases in your Master Database

| am stopping for a moment to explain a concept that is critical to successfully cloning your
Master Database.

Several times during the next few steps | will tell you to add various keywords to different
locations in your Master Database. The reason for this is so you can easily replace these
phrases with wording specific to any new site you will set up when you clone your Master
Database.

Every website has certain features that are unique to that website, whether it was built by
WordPress, coded by hand, or any other method. Things that are unique to a website
include: the site's URL (l.e. www.DomainName.com), the name of the database, the
username for that site's cPanel admin, and so on.

When you are ready to clone your Master Database, you will need to modify the information in
the database to prepare it for your new website. The phrases you add in the following steps
will make this process quick and easy.

To succeed at this, you will need to add specific phrases to your Master Database so you can
later search for, and replace, those phrases with wording that makes sense for any given site
you create.

Below are the various phrases that | use. These instructions will assume that you are also
using these exact phrases, though you can to use your own phrases.

Phrases for Master Database Purpose of Phrases

12345678_masterdatabase Will eventually be replaced with
username_databasename

112345678/ Will eventually be replaced with /Jusername/

www.OLDURL.com Will eventually be replaced with www.newurl.com

MainKeywordPhrase.com Will eventually be replaced with NameOfSite.com (or
.net, or .org, or whatever your site ends with)

Main-Keyword-Phrase(capitals) Will eventually be replaced with Name Of Site

DESCRIPTIONOFBLOG Will eventually be replaced with the description of

your new site.

/%postname%.html Will eventually be replaced with one of the permalink
structures below:

[%postname%.html
[%postname%.htm
[%postname%.php




You will need to make sure that the phrases will be replaced with site-specific phrases that will
make sense in the context of each phrases location. That might sound a bit confusing, so |
will clarify.

To illustrate what | mean, here are a few examples, using the completely fictitious (as of this
writing) URL of www.CuteLittleKittenCollars.com.

Let's say | created a Master Database, then followed all the steps below. While creating my
Master Database, | added Main-Keyword-Phrase(capitals) and MainKeywordPhrase.com
to several locations within the Master Database.

When | clone the Master Database, | will search for these two phrases and replace them with
the two following phrases, which are specific to my new kitten collar site:

Main-Keyword-Phrase(capitals) = Cute Little Kitten Collars
MainKeywordPhrase.com = CuteLittleKittenCollars.com

This means that the default pages | created will now have the new phrases, specific to cute
little kitten collars, added to them.

So... My “About” page will be changed from “This site is dedicated to helping you find the best
prices for Main-Keyword-Phrase(capitals)...” to “This site is dedicated to helping you find
the best prices for Cute Little Kitten Collars...”

My “Contact Us” will be changed from “Please contact us at admin -@-
MainKeywordPhrase.com” to “Please cothact us at admin -@- CuteLittleKittenCollars.com”

My “Disclosure” page will be changed from “MainKeywordPhrase.com may be compensated
by purchases made after clicking our links...” to “CuteLittleKittenCollars.com may be
compensated by purchases made after clicking our links...”

And so on.

Now that the use of keyword phrases, and the reasons for doing so, have been explained, on
to the steps to creating a site for your Master Database.



Plugins

Part One, Step 2.
Upload all the plugins that you might want to use, and upgrade any that are outdated.

Part One, Step 3.
Activate all plugins and modify their default settings, as needed.

Part One, Step 4.
Deactivate any plugins that you might not want on a new site. Leave activated the plugins
that you are positive you will want to use on all future sites.

In other words, do it once now on your Master Database and you won't have to modify the
settings again in the future no matter how many sites you activate the plugins on. This entire
process is all about saving you time, and every minute counts.

If you use any type of SEO plugin, such as All In One SEO Pack or Platinum SEO Pack, you
will need to fill in the following the following phrases, where applicable:

e Home Title = Main-Keyword-Phrase(capitals)
e Home Description = DESCRIPTIONOFBLOG
e Home Keywords = Main-Keyword-Phrase(capitals)

Note: Plugins are finicky things and don't always play well together. It is fairly common
to get error messages when you bulk activate them (aka activate them all at once).

It is possible that you might activate one before another and end up with an error. Or,
you might activate an older version of a plugin that is not compatible with the version of
WordPress you are using, and end up with an error. You may need to activate your
plugins in a certain order, or delete one altogether if you can't figure out how to make it
work. Worst case scenario (and, yes, this has happened to me), it may appear that
your blog has disappeared and an error message has replaced it.

If you get an error while activating your plugins, copy the error message and paste it
into Google, then search for it. Chances are, someone else has already encountered
whatever error you now have, and will share how to correct it.

Another thing to try is to deactivate all plugins, then activate them, one at a time.
If/when you get an error, you will know what the problem plugin is.



WordPress Sitewide Settings

Now you will change or set up the sitewide settings for a blog. Each setting is located, by

default, on the left sidebar of your Admin.

Part One, Step 5.
Settings / General
There are three changes for the General Settings:

e Blog Title = Change to Main-Keyword-Phrase(capitals)
e Tagline = Change to DESCRIPTIONOFBLOG
e E-mail Address = Change to your primary

email address (I encourage you to use the

same one for all your WordPress sites, to make things easier on yourself)

Save your changes.

{3} Dashboard 'IY General Settings
[ Add Main-Keyword-Phrase(capitals) here l
_—::‘~

5 Posts Blog Title
[ Add DESCRIPTIONOFELOG here

Sk : R

Media Tagline

& Links

[C) Pages WordPress address (URL)

) Comments
Blog address (URL)

“Add your primary email address here [use ]
Appearance the same one for all your WordPress
L sites]
£ Plugins -

E-mail address
& Users

T Tools

Membership

New User Default Role

Writing

Reading :
Timezone

Discussion

Media

Privacy

Permalinks

Miscellaneous

" yourname@yoursite.com

Main-Keyword-Phrase(capitals)

"DESCRIPTIONOFBLOG

few words, explain what this biog is about.
http://www . YourURL .com — DON'T CHANGE

http:/7www YourURL.com — DON'T CHANGE g4
the address here if you want your blog homepage to be
different from the directory you installed WordPress.

This
address is used for admin purposes, like new user

notification.

[T Anyone can register
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LARI-17-0E B2 58 57
L7 58 F7
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Image of changes you will make to General Settings

Do NOT change the URL options (WordPress a

ddress or Blog addres)! Doing do will



prevent you from being able to access your Master Database's admin panel.

Part One, Step 6.

Settings / Privacy

There is just one setting to change in the Privacy settings. This step will prevent search
engines from indexing your Master Database. This is important for two reasons:

1. You do not want visitors to your Master Database
2. You will not want visitors to future sites until you have made it presentable, and this will
automatically block search engines on future sites that use your cloned database

Make sure your site is hidden from search engines by selecting the “I would like to block
search engines, but allow normal visitors” option.

Save your changes.

(&} Dashboard _ﬂj_ Privacy S()tt‘[ngs m

& Posts Blog Visibility C 1 would like my blog to be visible to everyone,

% Med including search engines (like Google, Sphere,
4 Media ;

- Technorati) and archivers
& Links
e LDy @ 1 would like to block search engines, but allow
[l Pages normal visitors

&) Comments

& Appearance
& Plugins
Instalied

& Users

T} Too

Permalinks

scellaneous

Image of Privacy Settings



Part One, Step 7.

Settings / Permalinks

There is one change to make in the Permalinks setting. You will change your permalinks to
the Custom Structure option and enter /%postname%/.html (this will setting will cause the
Post Name of your pages and posts show up in the browser title area — don't worry if this
doesn't make sense, just know that it makes for good SEO).

If you prefer, you can enter /%category%/%postname%/.html (this will have the Category |
Post Name for your pages and posts show up in the browser title area.

(&} Dashboard ﬂ Per,nalink Setﬁngs m

By default WordPress uses web URLs which have question marks and lots of numbers in

& Posts them, however WordPress offers you the ability to create a custom URL structure for your
(3 Media permalinks and archives. This can improve the aesthetics, usability, and forward-compatibi
o of your links. A number of tags are available, and here are some examples to get you
& Links started.
(] Pages Common settings
tJ Comments  Default http://nonfatcat .con/Naster-Database/?
p=123
& Appearance
=3 APPf ¢ Day and name http.//nonfatcat con/Master-
£% Plugins Database/2009/12/05/sanple-post/
Installed et g .
&dd /%postname.html here http://nonfatcat .con/Master

New

Database/2009/12/sanple-post/

If you prefer, you can add
/%categoy/Z%postname?. html http://nonfatcat .con/Master—

_\\;\:a tabase/archives/123
S e

el Optional

If you like, you may enter custom structures for your category and tag URLs here. For
example, using tepics as your category base would make your category links like
http://example.org/topics/uncategorized/ . If you leave these blank the defaults
Media will be used.

Cataegory base

Miscellanecus

Image of Permalinks Settings

Those are the only mandatory default settings that you need to change. There are other
options that you can change to suit your preferences.

Part One, Step 8.
It is possible there are other sitewide settings that may need to be set up. Go through each of
the remaining options under Settings and modify them as needed.



Pages

Part One, Step 9.
Add any default pages that you want all your sites to have (About, Contact Us, Disclosure

Page, Privacy Policy, etc.). Add the wording for each of these pages.

Part One, Step 10.

After you have the basic template for each type of page you want to include on every site, you
will need to add some phrases that you will later change. You can use your own phrases, but
here are the phrases that | use, to give you an idea of how to approach this activity:

e About = | write a generic “About” page that can be applied to just about any site |
might want to build. Somewhere in the first paragraph | add the following phrase:
Main-Keyword-Phrase(capitals).

e Contact Us = | write a very brief “Contact Us” page that includes the following phrase:
admin -@- MainKeywordPhrase.com.

e Disclosure = | write a “Disclosure” page to meet the FTC requirements of disclosing
my affiliate partnership with whomever my site is partnered with, and include
MainKeywordPhrase.com within the text.

e Privacy Policy = | write a “Privacy Policy” page that meets the various requirements of
the companies | have partnered with, and include include MainKeywordPhrase.com
within the text.



The Finishing Touches for your Master Database

Part One, Step 11.

Choose a theme. This will be the theme that is automatically used on any new sites you
create using your cloned Master Database.

Part One, Step 12.
Make sure you have installed WordPress properly and can log into it. Don't worry about any
of the settings for your Master Database at this time. Just verify that you can log in.

Part One, Step 13.
Write down the user name and password for your Master Database's Admin. You will use
these for all future sites that are created from a clone of your Master Database.



Part Two — Download your Master Database and Modify it

There are a few more changes that need to be made to your Master Database, but you have
now done all that you can do from within the site itself. You will need to export the database
file for your Master Database, then apply the remaining changes to the database document.

Part Two, Step 1.

Download Your Master Database

Download the database file from your Master Database. To do this, log in to your Master
Database site's cPanel account, then navigate to phpMyAdmin (you can usually find this by
clicking on the “MySql Databases” link in your cPanel, then scrolling all the way to the bottom
— look for a “phpMyAdmin” link and click on it):

Access Hosts:

loczlhost

Host (9% vildcard is allowed): 1 ‘ Add Host |

phpMyAdmin
You can use phpMyAdmin tc adminizte™y atabases in 2 web based environment.

Image of phpMyAdmin link you need to click

After you click the “phpMyAdmin” link, you will be in your site's database control panel. If
you have more than one database, click on the one you just created for your Master
Database (seen in the left sidebar):

php i Adsnin localhost

A E| (B | @dServer version: 5.1.30
» Protocol version: 10
ol s b Senver Localhost via UNIX socket
| masterdatabase b User I @localhost

(1]
[$MySQL charset: UTF-8 Unicode (utf8)

MySQL connection collation:

Please select a databhase
|utf8_unicode__ci ~|

Image of where to locate your Master Database in the sidebar



Click the “Export” tab:

&3 Server: localhost » Database:INNEMENEN masterdatabase

¥ Structure R sqQL JSearch {1 Que gaExport Y& Import
\-——/
4€ Operations

Image of "Export" tab

Scroll down to the bottom and check “Save as file” and “zipped,” then click the “Go” button:

l i |

= Vﬁsﬁle
File name template (). |_DB_ 2 { ¥ remember
template ) 3
Compression: ¢ None  "Zipped” ¢ "gzipped"

Go

Image of the options you need to select, and the "Go" button

Save the zipped file to your computer, and make sure you know where it was saved to.



Modify Your Master Database

There are just a few more modifications that you need to make to finish preparing your Master
Database for cloning. In its current state, the database you just downloaded contains details
specific to the domain you used to create your Master Database. You will now remove this
information from your Master Database.

Note: | strongly recommend that you make a copy of your Master Database before
proceeding! You can revert to the copied database if you make a mistake in the
following steps (always work on the copy, never on the original, so you always have the
original to go back to, should you need to).

Part Two, Step 2.
Open your Master Database in Notepad++. You are going to search for, and replace, several
phrases.

Find and replace your user name and database name. On (or about) line 19 you will see the
user name and database name for your site:

16 /*140101 SET NAMES utfg */;

19 e Database@ne_nameafda@
20 -

Image of your site's user name and database name
Change username_nameofdatabase (your user name and database name will be specific to
your sites. Replace “username” with your site's username and “nameofdatabase” to the
name of your site's database) to 12345678 masterdatabase

Your user name and database name should now look like this:

& /*140101 SET NAMES utfs */;

12345678 masterdatabase’

Image of what your user name and database name should now
look like



Part Two, Step 3.
Search for and replace various instances of your site's user name. The user name will look
like /username/:

ic_html/

Image of what your user name may look
like in your database's code

From the Notepad++ toolbar, click “Search / Replace,” then enter your site's user name, as
/lusername/ (include the / / symbols that surround your user name) and replace it with
112345678/ (again, include the / / symbols), and click "Replace All:"

Replace ' X

Find Replace |Fj e
* Find what : | (TR _V_IN Find Next I
Replace with ; | 112345678] _I/ Replace |

v
t "M Replace all
/ ' ‘Replace allin &l Opened

Documents
™ Match whole word only
IV Match case Close |
- |V Wrap around
Search Mode Direction [V Transparency
% Normal " Up % On losing focus
" | Extended (in, i, it, 10, 1x...) & Down " Always

J—

f Regular expression

Image of how to find and replace your site's user name with /12345678/



Part Two, Step 4.
Search for the URL for the site you used to build your Master Database and replace it with the
URL for your new site. Use the URL for your site's Home page for the blog you installed.

For example, if you installed your WordPress blog on the root folder of your site, then your
URL will look like www.YourSiteURL.com (do not include the http:// that may proceed your
URL's address).

From the Notepad++ toolbar, click “Search” / “Replace,” then enter your site's URL (do NOT
include the http:// at the beginning of the URL) and replace it with www.OLDURL.com, and
click "Replace All:"

Replace
Find  Replace |Fj

Find what : I www.YourSiteURL.comX Find Mext

a4
Replace with : I wiww , OLDURL. com LM Replace
E'«ln_-mEEEl'on/

Replace All

eplace allin &ll Opened
Documents

[~ Match whole word only
[V Match case
[V Wrap around

i Search Mode i~ Direction [V Transparency
% Normal " Up ' 0On losing focus
" Extended (in, i, It, 10, 1%...) (* Down " Always
" Reqular expression —

Image of how to find and replace your site's URL with www.OLDURL.com

It is possible that your Master Database has instances of your site's URL both with and
without the www. In front of the domain name. | recommend you repeat the above step, but
this time remove the www. to make sure you made all necessary changes.

Then, just to make sure you got them all, do a search for your site's URL, and make any
additional changes if you find it. Be careful to ONLY replace the URL from your Master
Database. Do NOT replace incidents where part of your Master Database's URL, such as an
email address (aka admin@ YourURL.com).



Your Master Database is Now Ready for Cloning
You are now done with the modifications needed on your Master Database, and it is ready for
cloning.

Part Two, Step 5.

Before you proceed, make a copy of your modified Master Datatabase and keep it in a safe
place. NEVER use the original for cloning, just in case you make a mistake and need to
revert back to the original. ALWAYS use the copy for cloning.

Part Two, Step 6.
Just to be safe, zip (aka compress) the file of the modified Master Database. This way, you
will always have the zipped version to go back to, if needed.

Rest assured that the most difficult aspect of cloning your database is now over. Phew!



Part Three — Cloning Your Database for a New Site

You are now ready to use a copy of your Master Database for any new site you have in the
future.

Part Three, Step 1.

The first thing you need to do is upload (NOT install) WordPress and plugins onto your new
site. Do NOT install WordPress, as the installation settings you will use are already in the
Master Database (if you do install WordPress, don't worry, there is no harm done — your
efforts will simply be overwritten when you upload the cloned database).

There is a lot of confusion regarding this step. There are also several ways to achieve this. |
am writing about uploading the files yourself, instead of using something like Fantastico to
add then to your site. If you don't know what Fantastico is, that's okay. You don't need to
know and clarifying may only add to the confusion.

What you need to do is upload the files that you would normally use for a WordPress
installation, but not actually go through the steps of installing WordPress on your new site.
Again, if you don't know what | mean by “installing” WordPress, then don't worry. You won't
have to do this.

You can download the necessary files from http://wordpress.org/download/release-archive/ - |
recommend that you download the same version of WordPress that you are using on your
Master Database, NOT the most recent version. If the version of WordPress on your new site
is newer than the version on your Master Database, then you will run into problems.

Part Three, Step 2.
After you download a version of WordPress, unzip it. Go to wp-content / plugins and add any
plugins to this folder that you have on your Master Database site.

Go to wp-content / themes and add whatever theme you have activated on your Master
Database site.

Part Three, Step 3.

You now need to upload the WordPress files to your new site. You can use an FTP client,
such as FileZilla, to upload the WordPress files to your new site. Just upload them to your
new site, at the root level, and leave them alone for now.

To clarify, you will upload the contents found within your unzipped WordPress folder, but not
the WordPress folder itself. You will have a folder titled, “wordpress,” (this will be the folder's
name, regardless of the version you downloaded). Upload everything within the “wordpress”
folder.


http://wordpress.org/download/release-archive/

New Database, Username, and Password

You will need a database, username, and password setup on your new site so you have some
place to import your cloned database to. If you will not use Fantastico to add Wordpress to
your new site, then proceed to Part Three, Step 4.

If you will (or already did) use Fantastico to add WordPress to your new site, then proceed to
Part Three, Step Five.

Part Three, Step 4.
This will show you how to manually create a new database, username, and password for your
new site. Log in to your new site's cPanel and click the MySQL Database link:

Databases
o —
™\ 1 = m i
MySal My KYADmTN My oot
MySQL® MySQL® phpMyAdmin Remote
Dztabzzes Database MySQL
Wizard

Image of the MySQL Databases link you need to
click to create a new database

Next, enter the name of your database. 1 like to name it something relevant to it's purpose. In
this example, | named it wpblog, so | know at a glance that the database is for a WordPress
blog. You can enter a name that is up to 16 characters long. Then, click “Create Database”
to create the database:

Create New Database " Enter name of your new database here |
[up to 16 characters, no spaces) J
New Database: fiberops_[wpblog ~ o

Create Database \

Image of where to enter a name for your new database




If you don't already have one, then you will also need to create a username and password,
then click “Create User:”

MySQL Users

Add New User /
Username: Iaaa [ @

MNote: seven charact

ers max
Password: loooooooooooooo e O
o ©

Password (Again): ioooooooooooooo

Strength (why?): | Very Strong (100/100) | Password Generator
Create User /

Image of how to create a new user and password

That is all you need to do to prepare your new site for the cloned database.



Part Three, Step 5.

You will need to know the user name and database name for your newly installed site. If you
manually installed WordPress, then you already know this. If, however, you installed
WordPress from within your cPanel, using Fantastico, then you will need to locate the
database name for your new blog.

You can find this information within your site's cPanel. Click the “MySQL Database” link, so
you are looking at your site's database(s). You can see the name of your WordPress
database here (if you have mulitple databases, you will need to determine which one is for
WordPress):

MySQL Account Maintenance

Databases:

u t
fiberop2_blogwp s

Image of where to find the name of your new site's database

Repair

In the above image, the user name and database are as follows:

e User name = fiberop2
e Database name = blogwp

Part Three, Step 6.
Now that you have the database, username, and password for your new site, you are ready to
modify the cloned Master Database with specifics your new site.

Make a copy of your original Master Database file and use that for the following steps. Do
NOT use the original Master Database. (Remember, you have a zipped copy of your Master
Database file that you can always revert to if you accidently use the original version of your
Master Database file.)



Part Three, Step 7.

Open Notepad++ and open the copy of your Master Database. You will now search for and
replace the various phrases that you used in the Master Database.

Search for, and replace with, the following phrases, in the order presented below:

Search for...

Replace with...

12345678_masterdatabase

username_databasename
(use the user name and database name from your new
site)

112345678/
www.OLDURL.com

MainKeywordPhrase.com

/lusername/

www.newurl.com
(use the URL for your new site, but do not include
http:// )

NameOfSite.com (or .net, or .org, or whatever your
site ends with)

(use the URL for your new site, and capitalize the first
letter of each word)

Main-Keyword-Phrase(capitals)

DESCRIPTIONOFBLOG

Name Of Site
(use the words from your site's URL, and capitalize the
first letter of each word)

Change to the description of your new site.

Be sure include your site's Main Keyword Phrase (aka
the Name Of Site from the above step) in your
description.

i.e. Shop for [Name Of Site] at the Best Prices!

[%postname%.html

Rotate the permalink structure you use on your new
sites between the ones below:

[%postname%.html
/%postname%.htm
/%postname%.php

Part Three, Step 8.

Save your cloned database by saving it as the name of your new database and user name.
From the Notepad++ toolbar, click “File / Save As...” and rename the database to your new
site's user name and database name. It will look the same as the very first thing you
searched for and replaced in the table above (aka username_databasename).



Part Four — Upload Your Cloned Database and Finish Modifying it

Now that your cloned database is modified, it is ready to be imported to your new site. For
some reason, | have the best results importing databases in Internet Explorer. The other
browsers | used to upload my databases have gotten stuck. They look like the database is
uploading, but the process never completes. So, if you have trouble with the next step and
you are not using Internet Explorer, try it using Internet Explorer.

Part Four, Step 1.
Log in to your new site's cPanel, and navigate to phpMyAdmin (you can usually find this by

clicking on the “MySql Databases” link in your cPanel, then scrolling all the way to the bottom
— look for a “phpMyAdmin” link and click on it):

Access Hosts:
loczalhost

Host (%% vildcard is zllowed): _7 Add Host 7_

phpMyAdmin
You can use phpMyAdmin tc administel™y atabzses in 2 web baszed environment.

Picture of where to find the phpMyAdmin link

Click the database for your new site's blog (there may be multiple databases). Most likely, it
is the only database that has (0) to the right of its name:

php i yAdimnin
BEE|E

o fiberop3_blogwp (0)
o ' 135)

Picture of what an empty
database looks like - in this
case, the database called
"fiberop3_blogwp" is empty



Click the “Import” tab:

@3 Server: localhost » Database: fiberop3_blogwp
B Structure  ZsQL  Search ([&Query é;’sJExpOperations

Mo tables found in database.

Picture of the "Import" tab

Next, click the “Browse” button to locate the cloned database that you will upload to your new
site, then click the “Go” button to upload the database. You will upload a .sql file, NOT a
zipped file:

"Click "Browse" to locate |
Import the cloned database on
your computer that you
will upload to your new
site

— File to import

Location of the text file |"(\.host'\.8hared Foldersi\nes Browse..

KiB)

Character set of the file: I utfg vl

Imported file compression will be automatically detected from: None. gzip. zip

(Max: 51,200

— Partial import
v Allow interrupt of import in case script detects it is close to time limit. This
might be good way to import large files. however it can break transactions.
Number of records{queries) to skip from start |0

— Format of imported file
~ SQL

Options
SQL compatibility mode

IT'JONE _'.I Then click the |

"Go" button to
l upload the file

Picture of how to select and upload your cloned database



If all went well, your cloned database should now be uploaded to your new site, and you will
see a message similar to this:

P’Wm @ Server: localhost P Database: fiberop3_blogwp

Structure  fSQL ' Search Query {HE '—Message-showing that |
. you were able to upload
XOperatlons your cloned database.
Database -

|ﬁberop3_b|ogwp 21) j (@) Import has been successfully finished. 49 queries executed.

fiberop3_blogwp (21) This area was blank
before you uploaded your
database. Now, it shows

B weo_cc_histery all the saved information

B wp_comments from your Master

B wp_flickr_post Database that will is now

B wp_interlinker_attributes in your new site.

B wp_interlinker_backups e . ext file I Browse... I (Max: 51.200
B wp_links KiB)

S ::Z::z:::;a Character set of the file: m

B wp_posts Imported file compression will be automatically detected from: None, gzip. zip
B wp_redirection_groups

B wp_redirection_items oy

B \-:g:redirection:Iogs — Partial lmpon : : ; o S 2 .
B wp_redirection_modules Vv Allow interrupt of import in case script detects it is close to time limit. This
B wp_terms might be good way to import large files, however it can break transactions.

B wp_term_relationships Number of records{queries) to skip from start |0

B wp_term_taxenomy

B wp_usermeta

B wp_users — Format of imported file

B wp_widget_changer < SaL

B wp_varpp_keyword_cache
B wp_yarpp_related_cache

Picture showing the "successful upload" message

If, however, you are not able to successfully upload your cloned database, the most likely
cause is an error during the modification of your Master Database. Start over, using a new
copy of your Master Database, and try again.

Your new site is just about done. Now that you have successfully uploaded your cloned
database, you need to modify the wp-config-sample.php file, then you will be ready to log in to
your new site's WordPress Admin.



Part Four, Step 2.

Before you can log in to your new site's WordPress Admin, you need to modify the wp-config-
sample.php file to tell your site what database to communicate with. Use either your FTP
Client (such as FileZilla) or cPanel's File Manager to edit the wp-config-sample.php file. The
following steps will have images from cPanel's File Manager.

Be aware that every hosting account will do things a little differently, so you may not be able
to follow my instructions here exactly, but the steps should be close enough that you can
figure out what to do.

Click the “File Manager” link in your site's cPanel:

A
& b W
[« J N
Backups Web Disk Disk FTP
Space Accounts
-~ Uszge

“‘a -

N ek

FTP Anonymous
Session FTP
Control

Click the "File Manager" link to modify the wp-config-sample.php file

Scroll down until you see the wp-config-sample.php file, click on the file to highlight it, and
click the “Edit” button to edit it (or whatever you need to do to edit the file):



Deletz | Renamsg Edit Code HTML Change Vie
Editor Editor Permissions
| 2Y Hofme @7 Up One Level 49 Back & Forward
Name
PHP wp-comments-post.php| Click this fleto |
. highlight it, as
H wp-commentsrss2.php | S€EN herepy the
=) dark blue line
wp-config-sample.php
ggf wp-cron.php
g&y wp-feed.php
PHY wp-links-cpml.php

Image showing you to click the file so it is
highlighted, then click the "Edit" link

You may be asked if you want to disable encoding check. If so, ignore this and click “Edit” to
proceed to the file.

You should now be viewing the contents of this file. There are three places where you need
to change the information. These are:

e 'putyourdbnamehere'’
e 'usernamehere'
e 'yourpasswordhere'

[/ *% MySQL settings - You can get this info from vour web host ** //
/*% The name of th
define('DB NAME'

ress %/
‘utyourdbnamehere')?;

/*% MySQL datakase_u L
define('D3 USER "usernamehere');

/7% My3QL datakase p D —
define ('D3 PASSWORID 'yo:;rpasswordhe@

Image of where to make changes to your wp-config-sample.php file

]

L

You will change them to whatever your database name, username, and password are. Make

sure you only change the wording, and keep the ' ' surrounding the wording. For example, my
changes look like this:



o ‘fiberop5_wpblog’
o ‘fiberop5_aaa’
'123456789'

[/ *% MySQL settings - You can get this info from your web host ** //
/*% The name of th xdPress =/
define('D3_NAME 'fiberopS5 wpbklog')’

/** MySQL database.ss - :

define ("’ DB_’J_ERC - fibercps_aaa i >
/#* MySQL datakase
define ('D3_PASSWORKS

Image of how your file might look after you make changes to the settings

Save your changes.

Part Four, Step 3.

The last thing you need to do is change the name of wp-config-sample.php to wp-config.php.
You can do this by highlighting the file, then clicking the “Rename” link (or whatever you need
to do to change the name in your hosting account):

A2 = N 4] 3?. y
o <>
Delste Renamse Edit Code HTML Change \
\ Editor Editor Permissions
@ Home @7 Up¥ne Level €2 Back & Forward
Name
&q’ wp-comments-post.php

Click this file to |
highlight it, as
seen here by the
dark blue line

PHE wp-commentsras2.php

lﬂ;‘ wp-config-sample.php

Image of file to highlight and rename

Now, your file should be called wp-config.php:



¢ ML Changs Vi
ditor Permissions

2P Home @7 Up One Level €3 Back & Forward )

Name

PHF wp-comments-post.php

—

wp-commentsrss2.php

Py p-config.php

Image of what your file should now be named: wp-
config.php

Part Four, Step 4.
Your new site is now ready for you to log in. To do so, you will need to use the WordPress
Admin user name and password from the Master Database's blog. Go ahead and log in.

After you log in to your new site's Admin, you can view the various aspects of your site to
make sure the modifications done to the cloned database were completed accurately. For
example, you can check to make sure the Blog Title matches what you want it to be, and is no
longer Main-Keyword-Phrase(capitals).

Part Four, Step 5.

Once you are satisfied that all is well, your site is ready for use. You can now update
WordPress and any outdated plugins to their most recent versions (it is normal for the version
of WordPress and plugins from your Master Database to become outdated within a matter of
days of its creation), add content to be displayed on the Home page, change your password
(if you want to), and anything else you will do to your new site.



Part Four, Step 6.

There is just one more thing that needs to be done. When you are ready to have your new
site indexed by search engines and bring visitors to your site, you will need to change the
privacy setting.

To do this, click on the “Settings / Privacy” link, select “I would like my blog to be visible to
everyone, including search engines (like Google, Sphere, Technorati) and archivers,” then
click the “Save Changes” button:



5~ Posts

Privacy Settings
Media
& Links Blog Visibility #* 1 would like my blog to be visible to everyone,

ED Paivas ncluding search engines (like Google, Sphere,
= Technorati) and archivers
Edit

" I would like to block search engines, but allow
normal visitors

Add New

CJ Comments

B Appearance

£ Plugins B
& Users

Tb Tools

[ Settings

General
Writing
Reading
Discussion
Media
Permalinks

Miscellanecus

Picture of how to change the privacy settings for your blog

That's it! You have now successfully imported a cloned database to a new site. You can
repeat this process for all new sites you create to save yourself a tremendous amount of time.

Troubleshooting

In a perfect world, the above steps will work without any problems. In reality, though,
mistakes happen, which can cause your site to malfunction.

Here are a few problems or situations that | came across while working on how to clone a
database, and how I resolved them:



PROBLEM

SOLUTION

Cloned database won't upload/seems to
freeze during upload

This happens when you attempt to upload
your cloned database to your new site via
phpMyAdmin. You go through the process of
properly uploading the database, but it never
finishes uploading.

Try a different browser

For some reason, some browsers seem to
cause problems when uploading. It could be
a setting or add-on for that browser causing
the problem, but it would be difficult, if not
impossible, to figure out the problem.

Log in to your new site's phpMyAdmin on a
different browser, and try again. | personally
am only able to upload my cloned databases
using Internet Explorer.

Pages are not showing

You are absolutely positive that your Master
Database has various pages, such as
Contact Us and Privacy Policy, but after you
uploaded a cloned database to a new site,
none of these pages are on the new site.

Update your permalinks

From within your new site's Admin, navigate
to “Settings / Permalinks” and click the
“Save Changes” button. Check your site to
see if the pages are now visible (you may
need to refresh your browser and/or clear
your browser's cache).
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Miscellaneous
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RSS Footer
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Save Changes

ey Platinum SEQ

PROBLEM
Strange, flukey things happen

Sometimes it appears you cloned and
uploaded your database perfectly. You can
log in to your new site, and so on. But, a
problem is lurking in the shadows, just waiting

SOLUTION
Start over and reclone your database
You probably made a mistake or skipped a

step when cloning your database. Start over,
and follow the steps from Table 2.



for you to do something in exactly the right
order to show itself.

This happened to me when | tried to upload

an image to a page. The image appeared to
upload, but it did not show up on the page.

PROBLEM

After you clone your database again, you will
need to remove the database from your site
before you can upload your recloned
database. There are several ways to do this,
and below is one method.

Go to your new site's phpMyAdmin, then click
on the name of the database you previously
uploaded.

Next, click the “Structure” tab (at the top).
You will see probably have a lot more tables
than the four seen here (the orange rows).
Scroll to the bottom and click “Check All.”

Open the drop-down menu and select “Drop”
and select “Yes” when prompted (not shown).

1. Click on the | -ﬂ SQL O Search
patl hame of the | [Query  {RExport  import
caremerg_blc% database you $Z Operations

_uploaded

Table

caremerg_blog#p (4)

<l

@ wp_users wy_ien

@ wp_wicget_changer
@ wp_yarpp_keyword_coche
@ wp_yarpp_related_cache

<

wp_widget_changer

<l

wp_yarpp_keyword_cache

2 Openthe |
WP_YAPP_ drop-down

4 ta MENU and
] select "Drop"

1 Ceeck A 4FEER
With selected” ¥

Now that the first cloned database has been
removed, follow the steps needed to reupload
your newly cloned database, then check to
see if you are able to do what didn't
previously work.

SOLUTION

<l

Warning message at top of site

This typically happens when something didn't
upload properly to your new site. Some file
or folder might be missing or got corrupted
during upload to your hosting account.

Solution #1 — Reupload WordPress files

It may be as simple as reuploading your
WordPress files to your hosting account.
Upload, then try again.




Example of possible error message:

Warning: Cannot modify header information - headers already sent
by (output started at /home/caremerg/public_html/wp-
includes/pluggable.php:1) in fhome/caremerg/public_html/wp-
login.php on line 302

Solution #2 — Search for error on the
Internet

If you uploaded your files again and the error
remains, search the Internet for the error
message that you have. Chances are,
someone else has also had this problem and
knows what you need to do.




